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This is the first of regular updates I will be sending during the school closure to help keep you all informed of the work 

going on across the district to support remote learning, as well as other vital student services, and also to help all of the 

members of our community to continue to feel connected and supported during this time. Provided below are some key 

updates from last week and information for the weeks ahead: 

 

 Schools Closed Until May 4
th

 – Per the announcement of Governor Charlie Baker last week, all schools in the state 

will be closed at least up until May 4
th

. In conjunction with that announcement, the Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education (“DESE”) also released statewide remote learning recommendations, many of 

which we had already put in place throughout the Nauset School District, and which we will continue to develop and 

enhance in the coming weeks to ensure delivery of meaningful instruction. 

 

 Remote Learning –  

 

- I have had daily teleconferences with all of the principals to discuss each school’s remote learning programs, to 

assess how the staff and students are adjusting, and to brainstorm ways that we can continuously improve the 

process as we go. I have already heard numerous success stories, and look forward to sharing them with you in 

the weeks ahead. The overarching success story of the past week was how quickly all of the teachers ramped up 

and implemented remote learning plans, and how well the students and families adapted to the new virtual 

learning environment.  

 

- DESE Commissioner Jeffrey Riley released a statement to families yesterday outlining the state’s commitment 

to supporting school districts in meeting students’ needs during the school closure. A copy of this letter is posted 

on our website here: DESE Letter to Families 3/30/20 

 

- To ensure privacy for live learning via video conference such as Zoom or Google Hangouts, staff members will 

be including the following statement before the use of live video communication: 

 
“We are now going to begin a remote learning opportunity through the use of video communication. It is important that we 

continue to respect the privacy and intellectual property rights of our school community, our teachers and our students. By 

participating in remote learning today, you agree that you may not save, record, share or post this session or any photos 

from this session. The rules in school apply to this remote classroom experience. Students must treat each other with respect 

during our time together and must obey school rules. If you or your parents/guardians do not agree to these rules, please 

disconnect from this session and contact me to receive and alternate learning packet or summary of the meeting.” 

 

 MCAS Testing – The federal government has waived this requirement. The state is now considering the same action. At this time 

I am against having the MCAS. There is enough stress on our families and students at this time. 

 

 April Vacation Week – Recognizing that the remote teaching and learning requires a great deal of work and energy 

on the part of staff, students and families, I have decided that it will be important for all of you to take a much needed 

break during the regularly scheduled April vacation week of April 20
th

 – 24
th

.  

 

 Breakfast and Lunch “Grab and Go” Program - Last week, the school meal program provided over 2,500 meals 

for students across the district. Many thanks to the hard working cafeteria staff members who braved some cold and 

rainy conditions standing outdoors to provide nutritious meals for our students. As a reminder, the meals are 

available for all students age 18 and under, and may be picked up between the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 

Stony Brook Elementary in Brewster, Eastham Elementary, Orleans Elementary and Wellfleet Elementary.  

 

As a parent, I can appreciate the stress our families are having with this radical change to remote learning. We need to 

help each other and find the good in everyone around us. Kindness can go a long way in making a positive difference in 

someone’s life. Be safe.  
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